LAYMEN'S RESEARCH COMMITTEE'S PLAN OF

Many have inquired as to why the Lay-
men's Research Group was established, and
probably as many more have wondered and
asked, "What do you plan to do?"

All who have wondered about these
questions can appreciate .the fact that
when a person is asking a question, he
doesn’t necessarily have the answer. You
may. recall that our first public release
was accompanied by a group of questions
in a pamphlet title "20 WHYS."

The questions in that pamphlet were
asked sincerely, and to most of us they
remain unanswered. Such a list of per-
plexing questions cannot be answered im-
mediately. We have not yet attempted to
find all the answers. We feel it more
logical to study only a few questions at
a time.

Consequently, we do not claim now to
be presenting a plan which will carrect
all our problems, nor do we wish anyone
to hope that our plans will work mira-
cles. We do dare to hope that they will
be better than our present methods for
which they are offered as a replacement,

In our study of problenms, confronting
the Church, we have arrived at a few con-
conclusions that are reflected in the
changes which we are proposing in a set
of "Bylaws," following in this issue of
the Examiner. We suggest that you keep
this issue for future reference, as we
plan to publish detailed discussions of
the pros and cons between now and camp-
meeting. ;

Some may also wonder, "What dc  the
Laymen's Research people plan to do if
they fail to get their proposals adopted™
The answer to that is simple enough, and

LAYMEN’'S RESEARCH, constituted of volunteer members of the Church of God, 7th Day, for better Church government, is a strictly volunteer group, cooperating in the
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Complete Proposals for Constitutional

Changes by Laymen's Research . . ... ;

we hope will be recognized as a proper
course., It is the same plan the Church
uses when it fails to gain converts--just
keep on preaching ideas.

This is the first time in the history
of the denomination when a group of lay-
men have petitioned a complete re-organi-
zation of the General Conference. Mini-
sters have worked out a reorganization
before, and the results were significant.

But, no one has ever begun before con-
ference time to publicize their views as
to just what they thought ought to be
done,and methodically propagandized their
cpinions. This is actually the method
which ought to be followed, and according
to parliamentary practice, major changes
are not usually allowed in constitutions
without adequate airing to the membership.

It is the desire of the L.R.C. to
publish at least two more issues of the
Examiner before conference time, to dis-
cuss their reasons for preoposing the
changes which are advocated in the "By~
laws" which they propose, and also to
state objections which they and anyone
else may raise to the proposed bylaws, or
specific parts of them.,

We invite your discussion,and will at-
tempt to summarize the objections, print-
ing them in the Examiner. We feel that
both the good and bad points ought tobe
discussed thoroughly so that all of us
may more intelligently discuss the mat-
ters involved when the petition comes up
for discussion in the conference sessions..

(Continued on page 2)

study of Church problems, and recommending solutions through peaceful, democratic process.
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Laymen’s Research is operated in accordance with democratic principles; it is fully within its legal rights. Activity reports and financial information will be supplie

all active members of this group.

Special offerings needed for research, printing, and promotional work for suctessful acomplishments. Receipts issued for all funds received. Support your Church in the

regular manner; support Laymen’s Research as a special and urgent need. It is dependent upon your assistance and prayers, | Thess. 5:17 and 21.
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LAYMEN®S EXAMINER

The Laymen's Examiner is published in
the interest of research and agalysis of
our Christian concepts of spiritual res-
ponsibility (Nehemiah 1),and for the pur-
pose of promoting the great commission of
our Lord, "Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature."

EDITCR
Roy Marrs
831 Cedar Avenue, Hawthorne, California
ASSOCIATE EDITORS
Mary Holbert, W. Va, Myron Coulter, Colo

LAYMEN'S COMMITTEE

Samuel C. Maynor, Chairman
390 Oxford iAvenue, Hawthorne, California
Ed Blenis, Arizona; J. H. Coulter, Colo=-
rado; Mary Holbert, West Virginia; Carl
Merriam, California; Albert Miller, Ore-
gon; Garner Thompson, Michigan.

+ Statement of Principles +

We believe in Christian liberty which
allows to the individual his natural and

inalienable right of freedom of conscience.

We believe in that form of government
which is so dedicated and adained to pro-~
tect the individual in his enjoyment of
his natural rights; that the government
which fulfills this role is .entitled to
the respectful and willing obedience of
all its people.

We believe that in the exercise of his
rights, the member should respect the
equivalent rights of ‘others; that each
has the right to promote change or im-
provement,in peaceful and orderly manner,
holding that this represents the very
essence of religious liberty. :

We believe that any legislation or
governmental acts which are subversive_of
human rights,. potentially persecuting in
character, and against the best. interests
of the Church should be opposed. '
- We believe that all of our Christian
liberties are embraced and guaranteed in
the framework of the best law of all, the
golden rule, which teaches that we should
do to others as we would have others do
unto us. This rule denotes reproof of
error as well as commendation of truth.

FMinally, we believe in malice toward
noneamlgeharity for all, I Cor. 13.

-~ Laymen's Research

|
|

LR PLAN OF ACTION (Cont®d from page one)

If you wish us to publish a summary of
either your favorable comments or objec-
tions to the bylaws which we propose, or
any specific part of them, please send
them to us, and we will attempt to be per-
fectly fair in presentation of them.

Please send your comments to:

Roy A. Marrs
Box 37, Capitol Hill Station
Denver 6, Colorado

If you wish, your name will be used to
give credit to the comments you make. If
you state no preference as to whether
your name be printed or not, we will not
refer to the author of the comment. :

VIEW-POINTS RESULTING IN THESE BYLAWS

There are certain basic ideas which
prompt these proposals. Some of them are:

1. The General Conference does not
constitute the "Church.” The General Con-
ference is merely a tool of the Church,
and as such, members at large are no more
logically automatically members of it
than they areé members of the Education,
Publishing, or any other department. We
believe that our current system has so
identified the General Conference with
the thought of its being ¥“The Church,".
that we have come to recognize its ofa-
ficers as a hierarchy of authority,result-

ing in  emphasizing General Conference
growth instead of emphasizing missionary

v Weefeel: that the
ought not be thought
of as anything but a tool in the hands of
the Church,and that its officers are ser-
vants to the Church, not the Church ser-
vant to it.

—

2. The General Conference exists to
strengthen the local Church, and not the
local church- to strengthen the General
Conference. The local churgl
our main emphasis, for it
that we feed the flock. It is through
the local church that constant contact is
made for fellowship. The General Confer-
ence, .on the other hand, supplies such
fellowship only biennially, and only to a
small po
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LR PLAN OF ACTION (Cont®d from page one)
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There are certain basic ideas which
prompt these proposals. Some of them are:

1. The General Conference does not
constitute the "Church.” The General Con-
ference is merely a tool  of the Church,
and as such, members at large are no more
logically automatically members of it
than they are members of the Education,
Publishing, or any other department. We
believe that our current system has so
identified the General Conference with
the thought of its being ¥“The Church,".
that we have come to recognize its of-

'ficers as a hierarchy of authority,result-
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Weefeel: that the
ought not be thought
of as anything but a tool in the hands of
the Church,and that its officers are ser-
vants to the Church, not the Church ser-
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2. The General Conference exists to
strengthen the local Church, and not the
local church to strengthen the General
Conference. The local churgl
our main_emphasis, for it
that we feed the flock. It is through
the local church that constant contact is
made for fellowship. The General Confer-
ence, .on the other hand, supplies such
fellowship only biennially, and only to a
small portion of the brotherhood.
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them to us, and we will attempt to be per- |

S PECTIA AL I S5 U E

We bring you this special issue of the "Laymen's Examiner® of May 25, con-
taining the entire, original draft of the Laymen's Proposals for Constitutional
Amendment or Change.

According to a 1957 Conference resolution, it was recommended that the Con-
ference office should publish all such proposals. We filed our proposals within
the time stated, at the Conference office, but we have been informed that they do
not have the time to publish and mail them out for us.

Inasmuch as these proposals are being petitioned by the people, according
to Constitutional requirement, they will be presented to the coming Conference

for consideration and vote,

Therefore, we have found it imperative to send out special issues of the
"Examiner” containing these proposals, and the discussions concerning them, to
our membership in the Church,

TWD OR THREE MORE EXAMTNERS

The Laymen’s Research proposes to publish two or three more Examiners be-
fore Conference, in which their proposals will be PICTURED OUT and critically
discussed, and compared with the present Church operations, which we feel are

faulty, and in need of much improvement.,

We will publish any sound, sincere criticisms of the LR proposals in a fair

manner, The proposals we have drafted can easily be corrected or amended before
FINAL ADOPTION at the Conference.

Please be sure that we have your name and address, so that you can receive

these special issues of the EXAMINER between now and Conference, WE HOPE TO SEE

YOU THERE, the Lord willing,
-~ LAYMEN*S RESEARCH COMMITTEE
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LR PLAN OF ACTION

3. Local Churches ought not be over-
burdened with sending support to other
rlaces until they have grown enough to
walk. It is fatal to draw all the funds
from local work which may possibly be ex-
tracted, for it stunts the local work, al-
lowing it no method of growth.

(Cont'd from page two)

4, The example of limiting the tithes
as has been done in our current administra
tion is not bibilical, nor logical. Tithes
were used as part of the main traasury
along with the offerings, with no parti-
cular distinction as to use. Tithes were
even used for purposes such as attendance
.and living expenses for campmeetings by
families who were not even dedicated to
€hurch work. (Please study Deuteronomy
12, 14.) These .two chapters do not up-
hold the narrow interpretation given by
our Church. We feel that a local church
ought to have the privilege of stating how
much it will contribute to general, state,
or district work, and decide for them-
selves whether it shall come from tithes,
offerings, or what. There is no biblical
example of the Apostles dictating how
tithes and offerings shall be used,

5. We feel that the work has been hurt
by preventing individuals from freely in-
dicating where their contributions shall
be used. A person more naturally gives
large amounts to portions of the work
which inspire him the most. This will
stimulate better advertising of the work
of the church, better understanding, and
much more inspiration will be felt when
the offering plate is passed.

€.  We feel that the Church has been
supporting too much of a superstructure,
and that the number affiliated in the
church does not justify more than four
or five districts, We believe that it is
not only unnecessary but a waste of per-
sonnel, finance, and time, to have so
many district overseers, district boards,
state conferences, state boards, etc.
Four U.S. distict boards as the heads of
four conferences could easily and effic-
iently do the necessary supervisory dis-
trict work, and by having more personnel
within their plamning, could plan more
effective work. As for the General Con-
ference, we feel that it is not logical to
Place 8o much responsibility upon the

shoulders of so few men. The results are
that planning is inadequate and execution
of what is planned is delayed. The Gen-
eral Conference Executive Board has had
actual responsibility for everything from
placement of ministers in local churches
tc determining educational policy and
approving treasurers in districts. How-
ever, you will note that we feel that
there is too much authority in the hands
L of the General Conference Board while, on
the other hand, local churches and dis-
tricts have held toc little authority.

7. We feel that ill-will is being
generated by failure to delineate areas
cf duty, and that state conference boards
and-district boards have entirely too mucl
over-lapping authority. e feel that the
number of members in the organization in-
dicates that it would be more logical to
do away with state conference systems for
the time being and operate the work of the
church through district conferences. How-
ever, we feel that some districts may be
on the borderline and therefore ought to
thave the privilege of making the decision
to have or not to have state conferences
themnselves.

8. We believe that it is a mistake to
impose uniform constitutions on confer-
ences. Uniformity presupposes that the
constitutions or articles of incorporation

lwhich have been devised fit all the varz

ious situations in the Church. Actually,
some of the state conferences have already
_____ We feel tha
Lany conference, whether state or district,
ocught to have the privilege of determining
how it shall run its own business. Our
times demand flexibility of organization,
for only flexibility will promote growth.
Instead of saddling the church with sys- =
tems too difficult to change, we should

- i e

meet evolving needs.

9. We believe that it is striectly
against New Testament example and against
the operation of the Holy Spirit to re-
strict the missionary efforts of local
churches, state conferences, and ministers

k ok ok ok ok ok ok '

Please be sure to note: WE ARE NOT
HERE DISCUSSING WHO OUGHT TC BE THE OF-
FICERS OF THE CHURCH., It will be up to
the various econferences to choose the

(Continued _on page four)
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LR PLAN OF ACTION (Cont'd from page three)

personnel for the jobs which they make.
We believe that ministers ought to ser-
ilously consider where they would fit into
this new structure, and try to visualize
the fact that a new emphasis is being
placed on missionary efforts gnd evange-

and that this is an effort to make it
possible for them tc spend much more time
praying, studying their Bibles, visiting,
holding meetings, etc., instead of spend-
ing so much time in clerical duties.

Because of our convicticns, we offer
the following bylaws as a substitute plan
to replace the old constitution and by-
laws completely. In studying the current
constitution and bylaws, we were not able
to see a clear-cut differentiation in the
importance of rules in the “Constitution"
and the "Bylaws," so we followed a method
suggested in Roberts Rules and simply
formulated a simple set of rules, which
are then only called "Bylaws.® We hope
you will prayerfully consider these pro-
posals.

We have advocated that the Church give
ample time for consideration of its plans,
and that thorough consideration be given
before action is taken, Therefore, we
are not so much concerned with whether
these proposals are adopted at this next
conference or not,

If you, the Church, feel that you are
ready to adopt these proposals this Aug-
ust, then we are. If you are not, then
we, as your brothers, are not ready either
and we will be ready to continue study and
discussion of the matter, along with
other problems.

Feelings have been rather keen as to
the activities of the L.R.C. People
usually fear what they do not understand.
We hope this issue of the Examiner will
help you to understand better how we feel,
and the tone of what we plan to do. 5o
far as we are concerned, there is no
reason why brethren should be apprehen-
sive of the results of the coming con-
ference session. It ought to be a plea-
sure to do business for the Lord, and with
a determination to understand each other,
to follow the two most important precepts
of Christianity, we should have a most
profitable experience in August.

REMINDER:
August 14,

General Conference convenes
Plan to attend.

é THE MEANS TO THE END

In the past, the goals of the Church

spiring worship, compelling preaching and
productive teachings--while ministering to
human problems through effective pastoral
counselling. Today, the Church has a much
taller order to fill!
Since the last worldwide unpleasantness
there has been a tremendous rise of reli-
gious consciousness throughout the United
States. This situation poses an acute
housing problem. If this heightened in-
terest is to be transmuted into firm con-
wiction, enlarged teaching facilities must
be forthcoming. As a result, many a local
church now must face up to a new building
or re-bullding program, perhaps for the
first time since its foundation.
Furthermore, if church attendance is tc
be nailed down into active church member-
ship, this is not enough! Moreover, there
has been a ontinuing weakening of the
family circle during this paradoxical era,
which likewise has witnessed a rise in
Juvenile delinqguency.

Againgit is not enough to denounce and
decry the loosening of family ties and
declining teen-age morality! Within its

‘every church has a job to do: the pro-
jvision of activity and recreational pro-
lgrams, with basic facilities and equip-
ment.

Youth has the energy to burn in whole-
?some pursuits., The family that works and
kﬂays together, prays together; the family
ithat pravs together, stays together!

These multiple tasks impose serious
obligations. Costs are high and money
is never easy to raise; financing must be
carefully planned and astutely directed.

Building, rebuilding, teaching activity
and recreational programs demand devoted
and farseeing administration.

THESE ARE THE VITAL MEANS TO THE END:
THAT ALL MEN WILL COME TO FEEL THAT THEY
IBELONG IN THE ARMS OF THE CHURCH.
|

Selected from "Your Church,"

VISION:!
“"Where there is no vision, the people
perish: but he that keepeth the law,

happy is he..."
"Honour shall uphold the humble in

spirit." - Proverbs 29:18, 23.

have been to provide its community with in

budgetary, staff, and physical limitations

ok
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GENERAL CONFERENCE BYLAWS

(PREFACE: The following are the proposed bylaws prepared by members of the Laymen's
Research. Rather than offering a number of proposals to amend the current Church
Constitution and Bylaws, it was felt that it would be far less confusing to re-
draft the entire document, incorporating all the good features of the former, and
submitting the following for study.)

ARTICLE I - - Conference Name

The legal name of this conference is: “The General Conference of the Church
of God (Seventh Day)." The body of believers affiliated through this conference
is known by the 1nsp1red Bible name, "The Church of God."

ARTICLE II - Objectives of the Conference

This conference is formed for the purpose of performing functions necessary
to undergird the growth of the local church, to give doctrinal stability through a
cautious approach to growth in Bible knowledge, and to coordinate efforts to evange-
lize new fields. Those functions aimed at undergirding the growth of the local
church are those which are too expensive or otherwise impractical to have duplicated
by each local church. The cooperative activities are performed through the depart-
ments of the general conference as outlined in Article XIV.

ARTICLE III - Meémbership in the Conference

Section 1. Sources of Conference Membership; Members of the conference shall come
from five distinet groups: executive committeemen of the Ministerial Council; ad-

ministrative committeemen; pastors of affiliated churches; elected representatives :
of affiliated churches; and officers of the general conference.

Section 2, IEntitlement to Conference Seats: [Each organized church affiliated with
this conference is entitled to seat one bona fide member of its congregation as a
representatlve for each thirty of its members, and the pastor of every such church
is entitled to a seat in the conference; the chairmen of the departments of the -
General Conference and the twelve executive committeemen of the Ministerial Coun01l
each are entitled tc a seat. Each conference seat is entitled to one vote in con-
ference decisions. Laymembers and other ministers are eligible to election as re-
presentatives from local churches on an equal basis,

Section 3., Exclusion from Conference Seats: Unless otherwise elected or eligible
for ‘membership, the officers of the conference have no vote in conference delibera-
tions. The conference president may not decide a tie vote. Ballots resulting in
ties shall reopen the question.for discussion on the floor.

Section 4, Term of Membership: Membership in this conference shall be equal to
the term of offlce, for membership by virtue of office; for pastors, the length of
employment as a pastor, or for two years if an elected representative.

Section 5. FElection of Representatives by Affiliated Churches: Each affiliated
church shall elect representatives in number as prescribed in section 2 of this
article (above). They shall elect said representatives no less than three weeks
prior to conference session. If for any reason an eélected position as representative
becomes vacant, the affiliated church shall, in case of a spec1al session of con-
ference, eleet represeutatives to Pomp]e+e its quota.

(Contlnued on page six)
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BYLAVS (proposed) (cont'd from p.five)

ARTICLE IV - Officers of the Conference

The officers of the conference shall consist of a President, Vice-president-
secretary-treasurer, Historian, and Parliamentarian.

ARTICLE V - Duties of Officers

Section 1. Conference President: It shall be the duty of the conference president
to preside over the sessions of the conference, to coordinate planning for the con-
ference next subsequent to his election, to be the official representative of the
conference to receive inquiries and proposals for business and to channel them to
the proper committee or department for action or consideration, to insure proper
functioning of standing or special committees between conference sessions, and to
serve as chairman of the standing committees of the conference except the nomina-
tions committee.

section 2. Vice-president-secretary-treasurer: It shall be his duty as vice-~
president to perform all the functions of the president when it is impossible for the
president to perform his duties for any cause, whether removal from office, absence,
resignation, or other hindering cause. As secretary-treasurer it shall be his duty
to record the minutes of the conference sessions and to prepare and distribute a
copy of the minutes to each member shortly after conference session, and to make
them available upon request to any member of the affiliated churches; to maintain a
record of all properties held by the general conference; to receive funds and dis-
burse them for the operation of the conference, the conference committees, and the
conference departments at the direction of the conference chairman as authorized by
the conference in session; to be properly bonded; to issue official receipts for all
monies received; to maintain accurate records of all receipts and expenditures; to
prepare a financial report containing itemizations of each category of expense and
present this report to the conference in session, furnishing a copy to each repre-
sentative. His records shall be audited by a certified public accountant and the
accountant's report shall be mailed to the conference members two weeks prior to

the conference session.

Section 4. Historian: It shall be the duty of the historian to maintain close con-
tact with the activities of the conference and to publicize activities of its de-
partments, committees and officials, through the church papers most appropriate, and
to maintain a written, descriptive record of the general actions and status of the
church, including actions of the conference sessions and its agencies or officials
between sessions. Information for his use in accomplishing this requirement shall
be sent to him in regular monthly reports from the various departments and officials
of the church. In case it becomes necessary for the Vice-president-secretary-
treasurer to act as President, the Historian shall assume the duties of secretary
(but not treasurer) for that time.

Section 4. Parliamentarian: It is the duty of the parliamentarian to be available
for questions of parliamentary procedure either from the chair or conference members
during sessions of the conference. He shall obtain, at conference expense, copies of
the conference bylaws and assure the availability of a copy for each member seated in
conference. He shall observe the proceedings of the conference and csll attention to
deviations from proper procedure which in any way endanger the proper functioning

of the conference according to its own regulations or the privileges of any group

or individual represented by the conference.

ARTICLE VI - Election of Officers and Standing Committeemen

ALl officers and standing committeemen of this conference shall be elected
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The officers of the conference shall consist of a President, Vice-president-
secretary-treasurer, Historian, and Parliamentarian. ‘

ARTICLE V - Duties of Officers

Section 1. Conference President: It shall be the duty of the conference president
to preside over the sessions of the conference, to coordinate planning for the con-
ference next subsequent to his election, to be the official representative of the
conference to receive inquiries and proposals for business and to channel them to
the proper committee or department for action or consideration, to insure proper
functioning of standing or special committees between conference sessions, and to

serve as chairman of the standing committees of the conference except the nomina-
tions committee.

Section 2. Vice-president-secretary-treasurer: Tt shall be his duty as vice-
president to perform all the functions of the president when it is impossible for the
president to perform his duties for any cause, whether removal from office, absence,
resignation, or other hindering cause. As secretary-treasurer it shall be his duty
to record the minutes of the conference sessions and to prepare and distribute a
copy of the minutes to each member shortly after conference session, and to make
them available upon request to any member of the affiliated churches; to maintain a
record of all properties held by the general conference; to receive funds and dis-
burse them for the operation of the conference, the conference committees, and the
conference departments at the direction of the conference chairman as authorized by
the conference in session; to be properly bonded; to issue official receipts for all
monies received; to maintain accurate records of all receipts and expenditures; to
prepare a financial report containing itemizations of each category of expense and
present this report to the conference in session, furnishing a copy to each repre-
sentative. His records shall be zudited by a certified public accountant and the

accountant®'s report shall be mailed to the conference members two weeks prior to
the conference session.

Section 4, Historian: It shall be the duty of the historian to maintain close con-
tact with the activities of the conference and to publicize activities of its de-
partments, committees and officials, through the church papers most appropriate, and
to maintain a written, descriptive record of the general actions and status of the
church, including actions of the conference sessions and its agencies or officials
between sessions. Information for his use in accomplishing this requirement shall
be sent to him in regular ménthly reports from the various departments and officials
of the church, In case it becomes necessary for the Vice-president-secretary-
treasurer to act as President, the Historian shall assume the duties of secretary
(but not treasurer) for that time.

Section 4. Parliamentarian: It is the duty of the parliamentarian to be available
for questions of parliamentary procedure either from the chair or conference members
during sessions of the conference. He shall obtain, at conference expense, copies of
the conference bylaws and assure the avallability of a copy for each member seated in
conference. He shall observe the proceedings of the conference and call attention to
deviations from proper procedure which in any way endanger the proper functioning

of the conference according to its own regulations or the privileges of any group

or individual represented by the conference.

ARTICLE VI - Election of Officers and Standing Committeemen

All officers and standing committeemen of this conference shall be elected

~

May 25, 1959 Page 7

jori i ] i 11 be by ballot. Nomina-
ity votes by the conference in session. Votlng_sha
Ezdﬁ:Jgial{ first be received from the nominations committee then from the conference

floor.
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ARTICLE VII - Term of Office

Each office of this conference expires thirty days §fter the first.b}ennlal
conference session following the session in which it was filled. New Off101a1§r
shall work with outgoing officials during the thirty days from the ?1me'of the}
election until their term of office begins. In the off}ces of pre51deny andAv1§e-
president-secretary-treasurer, both the old and new officers sha}l receive pay gg
the thirty days subsequent to conference session. The other offlcgs may be cinst ig-
ed part-time employment and with permission of the conference president may elec
acquaint themselves with their new office by correspondence.

ARTICLE VIII - Eligibility to Office

The conference shall elect officials from nominations-of bona fide memb§r§.of
churches affiliated with the conference. All conference offices are open to mini-
sters and lay-members except the office of the.chairman.of the Pepaytment of o
Ministry, who shall be elected by the Ministerlal'Coun01l. Nomlnatlons foth ice
shall not be offered without prior corisultation w1Fh tbe nominee to Obtalnthls con-
sent and agreement to assume the duties of the office if glec@ed, whetper e ooyl
nomination is from the floor of the conference or the nomlngtlons commltteg. t"iﬁ
the duty of the nominator to certify eligibility of thg nominee to the offlce‘a te
time the nomination is presented. All officers are eligible to re-election, excep
those who may have been removed as outlined in Article IX.

ARTICLE IX - Removal from Office of Officers and Standing Committeemen, and
Revoking Ministerial Credentials

i . Method of Registering Complaints: Evidence of malfeasance in office or
iiizioiuipitude on the pirt of any officer of the conference shall be brought t?dthe
attention of any credentialed minister of the church by the observer of such evi :nqe
If the minister feels that the charges are well grounded, he shgl} prepared.a state-,
ment of chargés which both he and the obseérver shall §ign, outlining tbe ev1den§§
upon which the charges are based, and present this evidence to the chglrman of the
executive committee of the Ministerial Council, who shall prepare copiles of the :
charge for each member of the Ministerial Council executive committee. Ee shi;l ap:
point a committee of three from the executive committee to_mage'further investiga- -
tion and if their investigation discloses evidence of the vallélty of the chgrges, 1
they shall prepare a formal statement of charges, a copy of wh19h shall.be glveghto.
the accused simultaneously with the other members of the executive commitlee. The
statement of charges shall contain a date for hearing, which shal} not be earl}er-
than two weeks from the time of formal presentation of charges but at the earliest
practical subsequent date. The accused may obtain gounsgl,.and shall not be 13
denied the privilege of presenting evidence or call}ng witnesses. .He anq/or is
counsel shall have the privilege of cross-examing his accusers during trial.

Section 2. Interim Replacement: Officers other than president, against wham forgal
charges have been placed by the committee of three, shall pe replaced protempore Y
the executive committee, from the time of formal presentation of cbarggs untll.
elther removed from office or cleared of the charges. If such office in quest19n
becomes vacant as a result of the trial, the Ministerial Council executlve'commlttee
shall select a substitute to complete the term of office. Should the president be

- 'called in question, the vice-president shall assume his duties,
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Section 3. Disposition of Case: Any office in question shall be declared vacant if
eleven of the committeemen vote that the officer is guilty of the charges and that
they are in fact malfeasant or immoral. By majority vote or the defendant's appeal
the case shall be referred to the Ministerial Council or the conference in session,
whichever convenes at the earlier date, in which case the office shall be replaced
until trial of the case. If the officer is cleared of the charges, he shall receive
pay for the full term of office, and be eligible for re-election. If he i1s convictes
he shall be removed from office and receive pay for the thirty days subsequent to pre.
sentation of formal charges. 1In case of conviction; he shall be ineligible for re-
election to general conference office. He may be convicted as guilty of the charges
by 2/3 vote of the council or conference. These rules shall be followed for any
elected position of the conference, and for any ministerial credentials in question.

ARTICLE ¥ - Standing Committees

Section 1. Committee Names: The conference shall maintain standing committees known
by the following titles: "The Bylaws Committee,* %"The Research and Planning Com-
mittee,”" "The Agenda Committee,” "The Nominations Committee,® and %The Admini-

strative Committee." Members of these committees shall be elected as prescribed in
Article VI.

Section 2. Organization, Election, and Membership of Standing Committees: The
Bylaws Committee shall consist of the conference president as chairman, and two
members, one of which shall be secretary for the committee. DMembers of the Bylaws
committee shall be elected from conference members in attendance at the time of
election. The Research and Planning Committee shall consist of the conference
president as chailrman, three ministers and three laymen as members. The members of
this committee may be selected for election from the bona fide membership of af-
filiated churches. Specialists, who may not be bona fide members, may be engaged for
technical assistance by the committee at its discretion, but such technical as-
sistants shail have no vote in decisions of the committee. The Agenda Committee
shall consist of the conference president as chairman, the chairman of the executive
committee of the Ministerial Council as secretary, and three other members elected
by the conference from conference members in attendance. The Administrative Com-
mittee shall consist of the conference president as chairman and the seven chairmen
of the seven departments of the General Conference, The conference president,
serving as chairman of this committee may participate in the deliberations but may
not vote,

ARTICLE XI - Dutles of Standing Committees

Section 1. Duties of the Bylaws Committee: This committee shall recelve recom-
mendations from individuals, conferences, or any other interested parties and con-
gider them for action at the first subsequent conference session, as hereinafter
limited. Proposed changes shall first be submitted to the department, office, com-
mittee or other organ of the conference most affected. The parties concerned may
prepare an opinion, which if presented, shall be given to the Agenda Committee
simultaneously with the proposed change. If a petition for change is received
bearing the signature of fifty (50) bona fide members of affiiiated local churches,
or from the Research and Planning Committee, it must be presented without change in
wording to the Agenda Committee, at least five months before the conference session
in which it is to be considered. Petiticns received less than five months prior

to a conference session shall be referred to the next incoming Bylaws Committee and
presented at the following conference session. Proposed changes which originate
within the Bylaws Committee shall be presented to the Agenda Committee at least
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Section 3. Disposition of Case: Any office in question shall be declared vacant if
eleven of the committeemen vote that the officer is guilty of the charges and that
they are in fact malfeasant or immoral, By majority vote or the defendant's appeal
thg case shall be referred to the Ministerial Council or the conference in sesgion,
whlghever convenes at the earlier date, in which case the office shall be replaced
until trial of the case. If the officer is cleared of the charges, he shall receive
pay for the full term of office, and be eligible for re-election.,
he shall be removed from office and receive pay for the thirty days subsequent to pre.
sentation of formal charges. In case of conviction, he shall be ineligible for re-
election to general conference office. He may be convicted as guilty of the charges
by 2/3 vote of the council or conference. These rules shall be followed for any
elected position of the conference, and for any ministerial credentials in question.
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If he is convictec

ARTICLE X - Standing Committees

Section 1, Cgmmittee Names: The conference shall maintain standing committees knoum
by the following titles: "The Bylaws Committee,” "The Research and Planning Com-
mittee," *The Agenda Committee,” "The Nominations Committee,”* and "The Admini-

strative Committee." Members of these committees shall be elected as prescribed in
Article VI.

Section 2. Organization, Election, and Membership of Standing Committees: The

Bylaws Committee shall consist of the conference president as chairman, and two
members, one of which shall be secretary for the committee. Members of the Bylaws
committee shall be elected from conference members in attendance at the time of
election. The Research and Planning Committee shall consist of the conference
president as chairman, three ministers and three laymen as members. The members of
this committee may be selected for election from the bona fide membership of af-
filiated churches. Specialists, who may not be bona fide members, may be engaged for
technical assistance by the committee at its discretion, but such technical as-
sistants shall have no vote in decisions of the committee. The Agenda Committee
shall consist of the conference president as chairman, the chairman of the executive
committee of the Ministerial Council as secretary, and three other members elected
by the conference from conference members in attendance. The Administrative Com-
mittee shall consist of the conference president as chairman and the seven chairmen
of the seven departments of the General Conference. The conference president,

serving as chairman of this committee may participate in the deliberations but may
not vote,

ARTICLE XI - Duties of Standing Committees

Section 1. Duties of the Bylaws Committee: This committee shall receive recom-
mendations from individuals, conferences, or any other interested parties and con-
sider them for action at the first subsequent conference session, as hereinafter
limited. Proposed changes shall first be submitted to the department, office, com-
mittee or other organ of the conference most affected., The parties concerned may
prepare an opinion, which if presented, shall be given to the Agenda Committee
simultaneously with the proposed change. If a petition for change is received
bearing the signature of fifty (50) bona fide members of affiliated local churches,
or from the Research and Planning Committee, it must be presented without change in
wording to the Agenda Committee, at least f£ive months before the conference session
in which it is to be considered. Petitions received less than five months prior

to a conference session shall be referred to the next incoming Bylaws Committee and
presented at the following conference session. Proposed changes which originate
within the Bylaws Committee shall be presented to the Agenda Committee at least
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five ] rior to the conference session in which they are to be acted upon. The
;3;;iizzznzhzll study all proposals for change of the bylaws, and may com¢igt upziet
the proposals in full or not at all as it may choose when they are presaﬁﬁva :ne :
conférence floor. WNo proposals for change shall be,cog51dered on the Eod ?relﬁ
floor without first having been considered by the cgmmlttee and presente 'D%b : i
Bylaws Committee to the Agenda Committee for advertisement to conference member
provided in section 3 of this article.

Section 2. The Research and Planning Committee:_ This committee shall‘itu@ytangn
make recommendations on any subject referred to it by the general or distric h$0h-
ferences through their officers, by other general conference committees, or w tder
this committee considers ncesssary for the welfare 9f the Qhurch. Unleggtan O;all
of priority is specified by the General Conference in sesslon, the cammlt,ei som-
determine the order in which it considers mgtters._ Studleg not beguf or no Eo i
pleted shall be referred to the conference in session and if the con;iienc? Z it ’
the incoming committee may be excused from con51de?1ng the matter. O .erw;sli e
shall be placed on the agenda of the incoming cogmlttee._ T?e conferencg1s ation -
cate by majority vote whether it prefers to require a priority for con51oe;a
mnatters. If so, it shall state the order of priority.

ection 3. The Agenda Committee: All new business tc be considered by the confer-
25§lezssion shal% be submitted to the Agenda Committee no less thap foui moniﬁgr
prior to conference session. The Agenda Committee may correspond Elth t e'calur -
of any proposal for clarification, and may present such proposals for consl:e 25

of the conference members either with or without comment, All such new bus;ne -
shall be presented to all members of the conference no }egs than tbree mgnt s prio
to the conference session, together with regular or unflnlsbed bus;ness in ag
agenda indicating the order in which business shall be considered. The agenda may
then be changed only by the conference in session,

Section 4. The Nominations Committee: This committee shall ?ecome active six "
months prior to conference session, and shall receive §uggestlons from any }gca 5
church as to preference of nominees for any or al} offices. ‘It shall consi :r.t e
qualifications of various individuals for the offices to be fllled and present 1ts
recommendations to the conference for each office. It shall not prese?t a nemina-
tion without first having gained agreement with the nominee that he wou%d serve }n
that office if he were elected. The work of this cgmmittge may be carr}ed onf?y .
corresp0ndence. The list of nominees shall be publlShe@ in the approprlaPe o icia.
publication of the Church last prior to conference sesslon. The 115? shaL%.oe pre-
sented to the publishing department no less than two weeks prior to date o
publication.,

Section 5. Administrative Committee: This committee shall consist of the Ch&lTﬂﬁ?
of the various departments of the General Conference. It sha}l prepare a propgie
budget for adoption by the Ceneral Conference, and, to reach its budge?, ?gggﬁurche-
quotas for each local church., These quotas s@all be presented to the ;cii i i
for approval three months before conference time. Eagh 19cal churgh shall a N
time indicate whether it is willing to assume the obligation to raise its quo a,t .
if not, the amount it is willing to raise, whether more or less Fhaq tiﬁt Euggeise
by the Administrative Committee. The departments must operate WIthlnt de u Eie

so prepared or exceed their budgets only in ‘equal amounts of unexpecdethrgvebudgEt
already in hand at such a time as the decision sha}l be made to excee d'ilies fe
in expenditures. The committee shall receive detailed reports of expenditu -
receipts not coming through regular channels, from each department, for.ugiman o
planning future budgets. The president of the G?neral anferenca, as cgaé L me
this committee, shall present to the Administrative Committee a propose : gdin '
expediting the work of all committees of the General Conference, whether standing

' ' icj oposed agenda wherein it shall involve
special committees, as anticipated by the prop g ot mt g 101
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expenditure of conference funds, and as anticipated by usual or special operation of
such committees. The Administrative Committee shall plan and agree upon departmental

programs of expansion and present them to the Agenda Committee for approval by the
conference.

ARTICLE XIT - Special Committees

The conference may, by majority vote, establish any special committee for
whatever purpose the conference shall deem necessary with or without inclusion of a
proposal for such a committee in the agenda, by majority vote of the conference. A
proposal for such a committes may be introduced at the beginning of any seating of
any session of the confererce by any member of the conference,

ARTICLE XIII - Departments of the Conference

Section 1. Names of Conference Departments. The General Conference shall operate
seven departments, titled as follows: The Department of Ministry; the Department of
Missicns; The Department of Education; The Department of Young People; The Department
of Publications; the Department of Women's Activity; The Department of Conference
Properties.

ARTICLE XIV - Operational Scope and Organization of the Departments

Section 1. The Department of Ministry: This department shall, with conference ap-
proval, establish minimum standards for granting of licenses and credentials to
ministers; it shall have the privilege of developing plans for presentation to the
General Conference for conference consideration relative to any part of the work of
the Church, but must consult with the other parties concerned before presentation of
such plans; it shall organize and consist of all licensed and credentialed ministers
of the Church and hold periodical councils as the department shall deem it advisable
or profitable; it shall keep an up-to-date ministerial manual in publication, fur-
nishing manuscript for the manual to be published by the Department of Publications;
it shall select a committee from its members or from laymembers or a combination of
both to receive manuscript for tracts from the Department of Publications which com-
mittee shall be responsible to the Department of Ministry for insuring doctrinal
correctness in tracts published by the Department of Publications (this shall not be
understood to refer to style of writing nor appearance of tracts); it shall elect
eleven executive committeemen who, with the chairman of the Department of Ministry
shall comprise the executive committee of twelve; it shall, in cooperation with the
Department of Education, plan a regular system of in-service training for the mini-
stry of the Church; it shall develop its own rules of procedure and its own method
of organization--neither of which shall conflict with the General Conference Bylaws;
it shall determine the doctrines to be taught by the Church and keep in publication
an up-to-date manual of the teachings of the Church.

Section 2., The Department of Missions: This department shall plan for all Home
and Foreign Missions activities sponsored by the General Conference, The operation
of this department shall not imply a limitation on district or local church acti-
vities in missionary efforts, but it shall operate for the purpose of insuring that
the missionary efforts of the Church remain aggressive by developing missionary
programs aimed at systematic evangelization of areas hitherto undeveloped by the
Church and by developing plans for use by local churches or district conferences
voluntarily or at their request. It shall recommend candidates from undeveloped

.. mission fields, foreign or domestic, to the Executive Committee of the Department
of Ministry for receipt of licenses or credentials. It shall make recommendations
to the Executive Committee for revocation of licenses or credentials held in Hission
fields.
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ministers; it shall have the privilege of developing plans for presentation to the
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such plans; it shall organize and consist of a1l licensed and credentialed ministers
of the Church and hold periodical councils as the department shall deem it advisable
or profitable; it shall keep an up-to-date ministerial manual in publication, fur-
nishing manuseript for the manual to be published by the Department of Publications;
it shall select a committee from its members or from laymembers or a combination of
both to receive manuscript for tracts from the Department of Publications which com-
mittee shall be responsible to the Department of Ministry for insuring doctrinal
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eleven executive committeemen who, with the chairman of the Department of Ministry
shall comprise the executive committee of twelve; it shall, in cooperation with the
Department of Education, plan a regular system of in-service training for the mini-
stry of the Church; it shall develop its own rules of procedure and its own method
of organization--neither of which shall conflict with the General Conference Bylaws;
it shall determine the doctrines to be taught by the Church and keep in publication
an up-to-date manual of the teachings of the Church.

Section 2, The Department of Missions: This department shall plan for all Home
and Foreign Missions activities sponsored by the General Conference. The operation
of this department shall not imply a limitation on district or local church acti-
vities in missionary efforts, but it shall operate for the purpose of insuring that
the missionary efforts of the Church remain aggressive by developing missionary
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voluntarily or at their request. It shall recormend candidates from undeveloped
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to the Executive Committee for revocation of licenses or credentials held in HMission
fields.
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Sectio Department of Education: This department shall plan, with the D}s—
Eiiiichzéutzgs BOZrds, for establishment and operation.of chgrch.schgols,agadem1e;
and colleges as the needs of the Church demapd. -Educatlonal 1nst1tutlon§ deve}ope
within a district shall be operated by the dlSt?lct, The Depa?tmept of udu9$tlo¥h
of the General Conference shall serve as an advisory and cogrdlnitlng-coun01¢£h e
department may employ personnel for carrying out thg autherged.lunctlons of : i .
department as it shall determine necessary anq possible within its budget. thshrli €
in consultation with the Department of Edgca?lon.may elgct Fo opergte.chgrc s;hoo S5
academies, or colleges cooperatively or w1thlp §1ngle District Jurlsdlctloné‘ i
District Conferences shall make the final decision Whethgr to ope?ate educadlgna
institutions independently or cooperatively, but shall first consider ?he advice

of the Department of Education. This department shall also be responsible for
planning Sabbath School materials for use of the Church.
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i ., The Department of Young People: This department shall, with conference
i;;§§321f plan witﬁ district youth organizatiops, for the development of youth Canii
it shall be responsible for youth programs during general cgnfe?ence c?mpmee tngi;
shall have the privilege of advising the Department of_Publlcatlons reLat}ve g e
publication of youth literature and may submit suggest}ons-for thejselectlon o} anot
editor of youth publications to the Department of.Publlcatlons, which may or gay ?
follow such suggestions but shall first consult w1?h the Depaytment of Young }eop e
before making such a choice. It may make plans Whlch'lt considers necessary tii
the benefit of the young people and, after consideration of the proposals by the
Administrative Committee, submit them to the conference for approval.

ion 5. The Department of Publications: This department shall be respons;ble_ )
?iit;ringing the o?ficial publications of the Cburch. Other departments gr dlstrigt.
may employ it for special job printing when it is ﬁo mutugl advantage ?o i'io' tu;z
department or district may own and operate publishing equlpmgnt and print i erah
according to its own needs when it considers it more beneficial, except tha suc
endeavors shall not be in violation of the General Conference Bylaws nor at variance
with doctrines established by the Department of Ministry.

Section 6. The Department of Women®s Activity: This depa?tment shall formu%ite its
own policy, goals, and methods of procedure in agreement w1th the bylaws o? ¥ e -
General Conference. It shall determine its own methgd.of finance, gnq main a}?_l S
own treasury. The General Conference reserves the privilege of requiring specific
changes if it becomes necessary for the general welfare of the Church.

Section 7. The Department of Conference Properties: This depgrtment shall con-
stitute a Board of Trustees to hold general conference properties and shall be res-
ponsible for their purchase, maintenance, use, and sale. It shall sell or Eﬁrch%se
real properties only at the direction of the conference, and shal} oversee Z ;oe
of the real properties in accordance with conference approved Admlnlstrailve g _f
mittee plans., This department shall develop plans fo? purchase and deve opmii ob

a centrally located camp site. Upon selection of a site, thg department sga _ i? -
mit a pictorial, descriptive brochure of the proposed camp site to the mem e;sto o
the conference by mail unless the plans shall have been completed near enoug £
ference time to warrant presentation of the plans to the conference in se551oi. .
members shall discuss the proposed site with their local ghurches'thgn may vote, by
mail if necessary, according to their best judgment. A 51gp1e ma jority approvalm
shall constitute authorization to proceed with purchase.. Whgn such plans are com-
pleted, this section shall be stricken from further publications of"thedpy13Wi, L
beginning with "This department shall develop plans for purchase..." and ending

this point.

ARTICLE XV - Organization, Membership, and Election of Departmental Committees.
Section 1, .Organization of Departmental Committees: Each-department shall be
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(ART.XV, Sect.1l) : _ %y v

operated by a committee, . They shall determine their own methods of procedure to ex
pedite business except that they shall adopt no methods which violate the General
Conference Bylaws. They may hire themselves or other persomnel, or secure voluntar
aid, or give charge-free service to their departments as the.needs, opportunltles a
finances may indicate best. They shall consider suggestions from any members or
agencies of the Church, but they are responsible tc the General Conference for thei
decisions and therefore must make final de0151ons or plans as they deem best, sub-
Ject to conference approval. - °

Section 2. Election of Departmental Committees: The chairman of each department
shall be elected by the General Conference as provided in Article VI of these by-
laws. Each district conference shall elect one member for each departmental com-
mittee except for the departments of Ministry and Women®s Activity. The Department
of Ministery, consisting of all certificated ministers of the church, shall elect
eleven executive committeemen who, with the chairman elected by the General Confer-
ence shall be the departmental committee of the Department of Ministry. The Depart
ment of Women's Activity shall provide for its own organization and methods in agre
ment with the General Conference Bylaws. '

Section 3. Membership of Departmental Committees: Any bona fide member, layman or
minister, of affiliated churches is eligible to election as chairman or committee-
man of any department with the exception of the Department of Ministry, whose
chairman and members shall be credentialed ministers.

ARTICLE XV _ Functions of the Executive Committee of the Department of Ministry.T

This committee of twelve shall be the highest spiritual authority of the
Church., Suggestions or admonition given by this committee to any or all parties
of the Church shall be given serious consideration by those to whom the admonition
or suggestions are directed. The committee shall consider and decide on appli-
cations for credentials referred to it by the Department of Ministry and shall
ordain ministers so referred for credentials whom it deems worthy; it shall serve
as a board of arbitration to hear charges of malfeasance or moral turpitude agalnst
conference officers or credentialed ministers and make disposition of such cases
as outlined in Article IX of these bylaws; it shall administer the affairs of the =
Department of Ministry; it shall be aware of the general welfare of the Church and
make appropriate recommendations for its progress. - :

ARTICLE XVI - District Conferences.

Section 1. Organization and Function of District Conferences: FEach district con-
ference shall ‘determine its own organlzatlonal structure; it shall make its own
rules of procedure which shall not be at variance with the General Conference
Bylaws; it shall issue licenses to applicants to the ministry preparing to.work in
the district who qualify according to.standards developed by the Department of
Ministry and accepted by the General Conference; if requested by a local church
of the district, it shall make recommendations for a pastor or special help for

evangelistic or missionary work; it shall plan missionary activities for undevelopg
areas within the distriet and announce such plans to the local churches to prevent

duplication of planning or overlapping of efforts unless agreed upon for a cooperat
ive effort; it shall determine whether there shall be state conferences within
the district or whether the whole district shall be operated under the supervision
of the district conference, each distpiect ta determine tho decision according to
ite own . cliveumotances.,

e
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operated by a committee. - They shall determine their own methods of procedure to ex
pedite business except that they shall adept no methods which violate the General
Conference Bylaws. They may hire themselves or other personnel, or secure voluntarn
ald, or give charge-free service to their departments as, the needs, Opportunities a
finances may indicate best. They shall consider suggestions from any members or ‘
agencies of the Church, but they are-responsible to the General Conference for thei
decisions and therefore must make final decisions or plans as they deem best, sub-
Jject to conference approval. &
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Section 2. Election of Departmental Committees: The chairman of each department
shall be elected by the General Conference as provided in Article VI of these by-
laws. Each district conference shall elect one member for each departmental com- .
mittee except for the departments of Ministry and Women's Activity. The Department
of Ministery, consisting of all certificated ministers of the church, shall elect
eleven executive committeemen who, with the chairman elected by the General Confer-
ence shall be the departmental committee of the Department of Ministry. The Depart
ment of Women's Activity shall provide for its own organization and methods in agre
ment with the General Conference Bylaws. : |

Section 3. Membership of Departmental Committees: Any bona fide member, layman or
minister, of affiliated churches is eligible to election as chairman or committee-
man of any department with the exception of the Department of Ministry, whose
chairman and members shall be credentialed ministers,

ARTICLE XV _ Functions of the Executive Committee of the Department of Ministfy.:'

This committee of twelve shall be the highest spiritual authority of the f
Church. Suggestions or admonition given by this committee to any or all parties
of the Church shall beé given serious consideration by those to whom the admonitioh}
or suggestions are directed. The committee shall consider and decide on appli-
cations for credentials referred to it by the Department of Ministry and shall ,
ordain ministers so referred for credentials whom it deems worthy; it shall serve
as a board of arbitration to hear charges of malfeasance or moral turpitude against
conference officers or credentialed ministers and make disposition of such cases
as outlined in Article IX of these bylaws; it shall administer the affairs of the .
Department of Ministry; it shall be aware of the general welfare of the Church and '
make appropriate recommendations for its progress. -

ARTICLE XVI - District Conferences.

Section 1. Organization and Function of District Conferences: Bach district con-
ference shall ‘determine its own organizational structure; it shall make its own
rules of procedure which shall not be at variance with the General Conference ,
Bylaws; it shall issue licenses to applicants to the ministry preparing to work in
the district who qualify according to. standards developed by the Department of -
Ministry and accepted by the General Conference; if requested by a loecal church
of the district, it shall make recommendations for a pastor or special help for
evangelistic or missionary work; it shall plan missionary activities for undevelope
areas within the district and announce such plans to the local churches to prevent -
duplication of planning or overlapping of efforts unless agreed upon for a cooperat
ive effort; it shall determine whether there shall be state conferences within
the district or whether the whole district shall be operated under the supervision
of the district conference, each distriet ta determine tho decision aceording to
ite own . cirecumstances.
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Seetion 2. District Boundaries: The United States shall be divided into four _
EEEE;EI_aistricts named and unumbered as-follows: District 1, the Dast Coast Di§-:
trict; District 2, the Fast Central District; District 3, the West Central D@strlct,
District 4, the West Coast District. The Districts shall contain the following
states: District 1. Alabama, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Illinois,
Indiana, Kentucky, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Mississippi, North
Carolina, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Chio, Pennsylvania, Rhcde Island,
South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, Vermont, West Virginia, and District of
Columbia. District 2. Arkansas, Iowa, Louisiana, Minnesota, Missouri, Oklahoma,
Texas, and Wisconsin. District 3. Colorado, Kansas, Montana, Nebraska, New
Mexico, North Dakota, South Dakota, and Wyoming. District 4, Alaska, Arizona,
California, Hawaii, Idaho, Nevada, Oregon, Utah, and Washington. Mexico shall

be named District 5. Canada shall be considered unorganized territory, whose
churches shall affiliate with the General Conference and shall have the same
privileges in the General Conference as churches in organized districts. Canada
shall organize its churches into a conference to expedite its work, or the Canadian
churches may elect to be annexed by the nearest organized District.
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ARTICLE XVII - Church Membership.

Every member of the Church of God (7th Day) shall maintain membership in some
local church, If a member does not reside near a local church, he shall apply for
membership in any local church which he prefers. If accepted as a member of a lo-
cal church, he shall send his tithes and offerings to the treasurer of that local
church and shall participate in its business sessions on an equal basis with
resident members if he chooses. gl

ARTICLE XVIIT - Undeveloped Areas.

Any area, whether in a district of the General Conference or not, shall be
open for missionary efforts voluntarily on the part of any credentialed minister
of the Church or any affiliated local church, if that area is not being actively
evangelized or if no immediate plans are being made for its evangelizatiog. If the
work so developed is within an organized district, it shall become a working part
of the district within which it is developed, if the work results in establishment
of a strong church. Such a work shall not be obligated to send support to the
state, district, or General Conference until it becomes firmly established. When
it elects to become affiliated with the General Conference and to send representa-
tives to the conference, it shall be considered well enough established to assume
its obligations of support.

ARTICLE XIX - Financial Structure

The General Conference shall be financed By funds received from affiliated
churches according to the quota accepted by the affiliated churches. Individuals
or churches may give contributions for any specific departmental activity which
they may choose. Funds shall be sent directly from the local church treasurer to
the General Conference Treasurer, who shall issue receipts promptly to the local
church, Individuals wishing to make specific contributions to General Conference
departments shall send them earmarked through their local church treasurer, who
shall issue receipts for earmarked as well as regular contributions to all donors.

ARTICLE XX - Scope of Authority of the General Conference

The General Conference shall have legislative, executive, and judicial

J ..Q].lthﬁ r--'L-ty ae fO]_]_OWS:

(a) to Aefine and. fix the conditiong, duties,. rosponsibilities and
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privileges of church membership;

(b) to define, on recommendations of the Ministerial Council, the qualifi-
cations and duties of ministers;

(¢) +to define and fix the powers and duties of subordinate conferencesj

(d) to provide for the organization, promotion, and administration of the
work of the Church outside the United States of America;

(e) to define and fix the powers, duties, responsibilites and membership of
the Departments, officers, agencies, and their employees;

(f) to provide for all denominational enterprises of the Church, including
Sabbath Schools, Home and Foreign Missions, Evangelism, Church Building and Exten-
sion, Benevolences, Publishing, Education and Educational Institutions, the work
of Laymen, Women's Socleties, Young People's Work, and to provide for Departments
for their promotion and administration;

(g) to determine and provide for the raising of funds necessary to carry oul
the work of the Church in its various Departments and agencies, and to provide for
the administration and proper accounting of such funds;

(n) to establish such agencies of--the Church as may be deemed advisable for
carrying out the purposes and program of the Church;

(i) to provide a judicial system and method of judicial procedure for the
Church, to hear and determine the validity of charges brought against any minister
or member of the Church, and to provide for the proper discipline of the Church;

(j) to provide for the method of representation of the membership of the
local churches in the General Cenference, and to establish the conditions of member.
ship in such General Conference, and the time and place of meeting;

(k) to delegate its powers to individuals, committees, departments, affil-
iated churches and subordinate conferences;

(1) to determine the order of procedure for its sessions, to declare them
open or closed to observers.

ARTICLE XXI - General Conference Procedure.

The Agenda Committee shall provide for the specific procedure of each Con-
ference Session. Rules, in accordance with accepted parliamentary practice, shall
govern the procedure of the conference.

ARTICLE XXII - Method of Amendment.

These Bylaws may be mamended as outlined in Article XI, Section 1, of these
Bylaws, by a two-thirds majority vote of the voting members present.

+ o+ + + + + +
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privileges of church membership;

(b) to define, on recommendations of the Ministerial Council, the qualifi-
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(1) to provide a judicial system and method of judiclal procedure for the
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or member of the Church, and to provide for the proper discipline of the Church;

(j) to provide for the method of representation of the membership of the
local churches in the General Conference, and to establish the ?onditlons of member
ship in such General Conference, and the time and place of meetings;

(x) to delegate its powers to individuals, committees, departments, affil-
iated churches and subordinate conferences;

(1) to determine the order of procedure for its sessions, to declare them
open or closed to observers.

ARTICLE XXI - General Conference Procedure.

The Agenda Committee shall provide for the specific procedure of gach Con-
ference Session. Rules, in accordance with accepted parliamentary practice, shall
govern the procedure of the conference.

ARTICLE XXITI -~ Method of Amendment.

These Bylaws may be mamended as outlined in Article XI, Section 1, of these
Bylaws, by a two-thirds majority vote of the voting members present.
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PLAN NOW TO

COME TO GENERAL CONFERENCE, August 14 - 23, 1959

A CALL TO PRAYER: From several sections of the country, from various members,
has come the urgent appeal that we shouid sound the general "call to prayer." This
certainly is one thing upon which all can be in unity, not praying selfish prayers,
but praying that God®’s will be done, and that He will work all things together for
good, to them that love and serve the Lord. Romans 8:28.

Joel says: SANCTTFY A FAST, CALL. A SOLEMN.ASSEMBLY

Joel 1:14,

We believe thlere are remedies to our spiritual problems. Many months ago, many
of us stated that the best kind of organization in the world, and the finest type
of constitution, will only be as good also as the people who administer it. If we
are involved in a holy work, it must be manned.by people who renounce sin and carnal-
ity, quarreling.and backbiting, and put on the robes of peace and true holiness,
without which no man shall even SEE the Lord! Hebrews 12:14.

"Therefore-alsa now, saith the Lord, Turn ye even to me with all your heart,

and with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning: and rend your HEART!'
Joel 1:2:12,13.

THE-LAYMEN 'S RESEARCH

+ Eas,offered'to apologize, when it first began, and the offer -stands, -
1f it shall be found in serious error, or if it has wronged anyone.

+ Has made several attempts, during 1958 and 1959 to approach the opposition
and meet in counseling, or in prayer and reconciliation of differences, so
that we could, altogether, work on research and Church proposals.

+-Does not seek to defend its individual members, wherein they might be found
in any error or wrong-doing, but it heavily protests unChristlike handling
of its peaple, and failure in handling personal grievances the Bible way.

Stands ready to make complete amends if, when its work is tested under pro-
per procedures, it is found "out of bounds™ or in any way seeking to hurt or
undermine the Church of God. It has carried out Matthew 18:15-17. Having
failed, again and again and again, to receive audience or redress, it is now
going to "the Church" to seek correction of its ills, and hoping to cause the
least offense possible (to any persons).
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Subscription (cut and mail)
—-Flease enter my subscription to "Laymen's Examiner" for which I enclose $1.50.
Name oo ___Mddroess_

(Layments Regearch will continue its work indefinitely, as a voice for laymen).
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